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ABSTRACTS

artificial intelligence (Al) systems, the question of how to endow such systems’
decision-making with sufficient ethical considerations has become an important
challenge that has attracted widespread attention. The key approach to resolving this
problem is to establish a machine ethics that embeds human ethical values and moral
norms into Al systems, enabling them to possess a capacity for ethical alignment.
Machine ethics is based on human ethics but its fundamental features are different.
First, current Al machines lack agency and experience in the real sense; this is
expressed as weak agency in ethical decision-making. Second, the machines’
decision-making should reflect the ethical considerations of the human stakeholders
affected by their actions, so their ethical decision-making needs to balance the values
of different stakeholders, i.e., they should have the capacity for societal balancing.
Third, Al machines are easily affected by cultural factors in ethical decision-making,
so should be able to reflect cultural differences. Finally, they need to explain their
ethical decisions to human agents; understand emotional expression; and attribute

responsibility. This requires good human-machine interaction.

Kant’s “Autonomous Enlightenment” and the Interactive Mechanism of Modern Society
You Xilin « 143

Modern enlightenment is no longer one-way indoctrination by elites in a
hierarchical community, but the autonomous enlightenment of social agents. This
transformation originated with Kant, whose autonomous enlightenment provides the
principles behind and complete pathway of practice toward the transformation of
modern social interaction from an active to an autonomous type. The individual’s
rational reflection on the current situation is synchronous with the development of the
free personality’s assumption of social responsibility, and autonomous enlightenment
is completed by social interaction through rational communication. Communication
has become a hub for the transformation of production methods in the information
age, thus turning enlightenment into an inherent mechanism for the modern evolution

of production methods and ways of life.

Punishment with Severe Penalties and the Shift in Ming Taizu’s Role
Fang Zhiyuan * 155 ¢

As an important constituent element and basic feature of the national governance
of Zhu Yuanzhang, founder of the Ming dynasty (Ming Taizu), “punishment with
severe penalties” became a symbol of the times and an enduring remembrance of the
Ming and Qing dynasties. Such memories change and even reshape themselves with
the passage of time. As a symbol of the era, punishment with severe penalties was
manifested in extrajudicial torture and the strictness of the law itself. Its extension to
politics, the economy, culture and foreign policy, along with its randomness and
caprice, created a dire and ruthless political atmosphere. The system underwent an

initial process from cracking down on the rich, supporting the peasants, attaching
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importance to the people’ s livelihood, and punishing corrupt officials severely to
exploiting rich people and rich areas in order to increase the state revenue and having
numerous meritorious officials and literati killed in order to protect the imperial
house. Zhu Yuanzhang’s own role also shifted from a representative of the masses to
the emperor of a centralized dynasty as his “original intent” to fight for the people
consciously or unconsciously turned into the self-centered quest of passing down the
reign to ten thousands of generations. This has become a model for transformation
from a “peasant leader” to an “authoritarian monarch.”

The Ming Transformation of Clan Society and Associated Conceptual Changes
Chen Zhiping « 172 «

The Song was a crucial period for the development of the clan system and clan
society in China. Song Confucians designed a scheme that built a clan system and clan
society that suited the realities of Song society and was passed down to later
generations. The unceasing social and economic change under the Ming meant that
the construction of the clan system and clan society evolved, becoming more closely
related to social reality. From then on, ordinary people’s lineage-based clans allowed
flexible and fictitious blood relationships that had little to do with the lineage concepts
devised by the Song Confucians, which were based purely on blood ties. Under the
Ming, clans were no longer limited to their internal matters, but plunged into the
local community * s competitive and collaborative affairs. Following one or two
hundred years of social adjustment, Ming clans had formed a pluralistic structure in
which multiple contradictions coexisted and combined. During the Ming, changes in
the clan system and clan organization adapted to the trend of social change. From the
Qing to the Republic of China, the operation of the clan system and clan society was
basically influenced by the Ming dynasty.

How Globalization Took Shape: Ming China and the World Wan Ming « 188

Taking Ming China as the main actor requires that we re-examine the historical
origin of globalization and its actual progress from the Ming onward from a global
perspective. In the early 15th century, China’s great voyages, represented by Zheng
He’s seven voyages to the Western Oceans, laid the foundation for the development
of a transition from land-based to maritime exchanges, marking a significant turning
point in the development of human civilization. It led to the rise of the Kingdom of
Malacca at the jugular of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, a rise that was an important
symbol of the shift of the center of human exchanges from land to sea; this was the
prerequisite and path to the realization of globalization. Globalization was not brought
about by the great voyages of the West, but by the demand for silver in China during
the Ming dynasty; this drove Asia, Europe and the Americas into the global trading
system, playing an important role in the genesis of globalization and making a
significant historical contribution.
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